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Thank you Susan and Andy for reading for us this morning.  It’s a gift here in 

the midst of the Days of Awe for the Jewish people around the world and World 

Communion Sunday for Christians around the world that have our resident Jewish 

brother, Andy, reading for us from the Hebrew Scriptures and Susan reading 

Jesus’ words from what was in the Gospel of John his final prayer before his 

passion began.  And what was that final prayer?  A prayer for unity. One of the 

problems with the world that Jesus sought to overcome through his teachings, his 

passion, death and resurrection was disunity and division. I’m afraid 2000 years 

later that he might be a little disappointed that we are still so divided over and 

against one another. But that’s probably me transposing my feelings onto God 

because I think God is patient with us and that God’s Spirit that is at work to bring 

the world towards unity operates at broader and deeper levels than the various 

divides that tear at us day to day. 

I love the poem by Rainer Maria Rilke “I Live My Life in Widening Circles”.  

Do you know it?  It’s a brief but powerful one and goes like this: 

I live my life in widening circles 
that reach out across the world. 
I may not complete this last one 

but I give myself to it. 

I circle around God, around the primordial tower. 
I’ve been circling for thousands of years 

and I still don’t know: am I a falcon, 
a storm, or a great song? 
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Saying it changes things. Somehow saying those words he wrote, I feel a 

shift in my own spirit or consciousness and the room that it’s spoken in. Listen to 

it again. As I hear it, he’s not speaking as a singular I or as himself at all but the I 

here is humanity or maybe all of creation. I’ve been circling for thousands of years 

and I still don’t know what I am. But we circle around God who is the only I Am, 

the only singular I while all of us are a collective I. I still don’t know: am I a falcon, 

a storm or a great song? 

 In God, as understood by the Abrahamic Faiths, there is this movement in 

relation to the world that unifies, despite all our disunities that goes from the 

universal to the particular and then from the particular back out to the universal. 

Our Jewish and Islamic siblings under Father Abraham and Mother Sarah and 

Mother Hagar experienced the universal of God becoming particular in the 

revelation of God’s word and purposes as revealed in particular books – the Torah 

and the Quran.  And a particular person, Moses and Muhammed, received these 

revelatory words so that a particular people could put them into practice and thus 

live lives aligned to and flowering back out to the universal.  This is what Andy was 

reading about in Psalm 126, this return of the nations to Jerusalem, this unifying 

and universalizing effect that the particular place and book of Judaism was having 

on the world. God’s movement was not to designate the Jews as the chosen 

people to just choose them and discard everyone else but for them to be “a light 

to the nations”. As Isaiah says, “In the last days the mountain of the house of the 

Lord will be established and all nations will stream to it!” – Isaiah 2:2. The Great 

Universal of God comes down, so to speak, is revealed in very particular words 

and relationships and the effect it has or is supposed to have is this movement 

back out to the communal and global and universal. 
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 For Christians the revelation is not a book.  I think a lot of Christians forget 

that and make an idol out of the Bible. The revelation, the movement of God’s 

Universality into particularity is not a book for Christian, but what?  It’s a person. 

It’s Jesus of Nazareth. Granted the best account we have of who he is and what 

he did and what the happenings meant is in the written word of the Bible but the 

revelation of Jesus himself, THE WORD not put into a book but MADE FLESH.  

 And Jesus as God’s particularity is also of course in the business of unity 

making.  Well, he’s in the business of revealing and enacting love and truth which 

sometimes cause division and separation – I’ve come not to bring peace but a 

sword, to divide people against one another – he does say in one instance, but 

apparently that was necessary so that the end game of unity and the movement 

back out to the universal could be good and true, because a lot of those people to 

whom he directed that teaching were blocking that unifying movement.  

 But look what he does at the end of his earthly life before entering that 

resurrection dimension, notice what is the one primary act where he says – “ok, 

folks this is what I want you to do to remember me, you listening cause this is 

what I want you to do.”  And he tells us to do something very specific and 

particular.  Not I want you to enter into a blissed-out state of consciousness 

beyond this world and access me that way. No, he says I want you to gather 

around the table and remember me by eating together. I want you to take a piece 

of bread and drink a swig of wine or juice, that particular, and in that way come 

together across families and race and nation and political divides in ever widening 

circles that reach out to the whole world!  And we call it COMMUNION.  

 The beautiful thing about this unifying movement of God from particular to 

the universal is that in a remarkable way it doesn’t make the particular irrelevant 
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or smeared out as it moves to the universal. I love that. The way to the universal 

and the great unity is not by denying or avoiding the particular but through the 

particular.  Notice that Rilke doesn’t ask am I part of the energy field of existence 

now?  No, he asks, very specifically, I still don’t know am I a falcon, a storm or a 

great song? It’s humanity asking that. It’s creation asking that. Are we are great 

song?  

 I love that, that together we are a great song and if you think of each of us 

as individual notes in this great song, you realize the particular of the notes are 

essential for the great song to be played. The Universal of the song doesn’t just 

absorb the notes and smear them out but draws them together into melody and 

harmony and counter melody and descant and accompaniment making us all 

together “a great song.” 

 I know many of us are thinking about Jane and Stephen this day.  For those 

who don’t know Jane is our Minister of Music and the Arts and Steve also a long- 

time member of our church and of the choir died early Saturday morning after a 

contracted experience of many years of cognitive disease. But even in the 

dramatic decline of the Stephen we all knew and loved, the particularity of who 

Stephen Cole was remained in tact. You hear Jane talk about the effect that 

Stephen had on his caregivers, their attachment to him and love of him, and you 

realize that there was still something so particular to who Stephen was that 

remained no matter how devastated his mind.  And what our religious tradition 

suggests and what I gotta believe is that even as he crossed the veil on Saturday 

night, that it was less a moment of a single drop of water returning to the ocean 

of existence but rather a note in the great song being plucked and played and 

what was distinctly Stephen Cole is not lost but becomes a part of the Great Song 



 5 

that is going for thousands of years and that note is a part of the harmony of his 

granddaughters’ and his wife’s continuing life and so much more. 

 And as we move out in widening circles we gather around a very particular 

table this morning, this bread that Maria Fernando made for us in her oven but in 

doing so we don’t circle the wagons around us at all but rather are swept up in 

this God-movement from here of widening circles towards communion with other 

Christians in our country and world communion, global communion across all our 

differences and even communion with all creation ultimately and we circle there 

around God Godself, the primordial tower and you and I maybe not complete this 

last circling but it will be completed one day and where will that completion 

occur?  Well, in certain places in the scripture it says it will be completed at a 

Great Feast of all… and until then we gather here, at this little table and eat and 

drink in Jesus’ name, amen.       


