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Pastoral Reflection (Rev. Maeve)

[Prayer for Illumination]

This time of year always feels like one of transition, doesn’t it? After months of cold winter and dry air, Creation starts to stir and wake up. Even if it’s chilly or rainy or grey outside, we still find respite and relief in the little sprouts emerging from the trees that line our streets and the longer days. At this point in April, we may find ourselves looking toward the future. Maybe it’s the sunshine that reminds us of the summer or the dwindling days on the school calendar, but we may feel ourselves more drawn to the possibilities of then rather than the presence of now. 

This time of year is, indeed, one of transition for many of the youth of the church. A number of our Forum-age youth are seniors. After months, if not years, of preparation and patient waiting, their next steps are beginning to crystalize. As they anticipate the future, they also must reckon with a series of goodbyes. The last season of playing on their high school sports team. The last few weeks of classes. The (mercifully) last AP tests. The last Royals. The last EnKa fair and Town Day. The last time they will be in the same setting, day-in and day-out, with their friends and mentors.

One foot in, one foot out – this is the season of transition. 

How do we stay centered in the present when the future, in its joy and in its grief, calls to us? How do we, using the wonderful example Katherine gave us during Time for the Young, turn that compass just a little bit and point it to the here-and-now? 

As people of faith, we have the great gift of Scripture and the teachings of Jesus to help us with these questions. Our service today follows on the heels of Easter, and our lectionary reading continues on from what we read last Sunday. In the Gospel of John 20, Mary of Magdala encounters the Risen Christ outside of his empty tomb. She runs to the disciples and shares the good news of Jesus’s return. Verses 19-23, our New Testament reading today, describe Jesus’s reunion with the disciples. Caught between the painful past of Jesus’s crucifixion and the fear of what the future could hold for them – what retribution they could face from the religious and political authorities – his followers have locked themselves away from the world. 

Jesus meets the disciples. A non-anxious presence amidst their grief and their fear, he gives them these instructions: “‘Peace be with you. As Creator God sent me, so I’m sending you.’” After saying this, Jesus breathed on them and said, “‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.’” 

Jesus’s lasting teaching is to inhabit peace, serve the world, and embody forgiveness. Inhabit peace, serve the world, and embody forgiveness. 

No matter where we are in our lives, whether we have a foot in one world and another, whether we live with grief for the past and anxiety for the future, whether we are ready for the future at the expense of the present, these teachings can help all of us. Inhabit peace, serve the world, and embody forgiveness. These teachings are how we turn the compass from spinning wildly to a centered, grounded way of living, leadership, and discipleship. 

Inhabit peace, serve the world, and embody forgiveness. These are the teachings the Resurrected Christ gave all of us. What a gift they are. And, in the world of the psalmist, what a delightful inheritance we have. Amen. 



Senior Reflection (George C.)

Good morning everyone, my name is George and I'm really excited to speak in front of all of you today and reflect on what this church and its faith has meant to me. I’ve been going to church with my family for as long as I remember and while there were times when I wasn’t always the most cooperative and happy kid when I was here, as I’m sure my parents can attest too, its always been a place that I’ve felt connected to and a community I could fall back on. During COVID as most of the world shut down, like many others I stopped going to church, the only difference was when the sanctions lifted and things opened back up I still didn’t go back to church. During that time when I was absent, I always felt guilty of not going because it was once a routine I truly enjoyed but to me, it felt awkward to return after so many years away. Looking back I realize this was an irrational fear, but at that time it felt very real. My senior year however, I finally worked up the courage to go back and start going to forums and it's been a truly regretless decision. I want to thank reverend Maeve, Luke and the whole forum group for welcoming me in like I belonged, even when I felt like a stranger. 
On that topic, church and forum has grown to mean a lot to me this past year as it has become a weekly reminder of faith and steadiness in a world so full of uncertainty. 
It's given me space to slow down and reflect in the midst of everything happening in my life. In weeks of constant decisions and unknowns, having a place to step back and think about something meaningful and bigger than myself has been a privilege that I often take for granted. 
I’ve grown to appreciate that this church and its community is truly special with its support and most importantly its actions. Forum has become really special to me for the service that we provide to communities. Activities centered around making meals and care packages for the less fortunate have not only been fun, but really rewarding work that I can truly feel proud of. 

With that being said despite the re-emergence of the calm that is church. This year has probably been the most uncertain time of my life. Between college the realization that the structure that I've known and lived for so long is ending, and the pressures and expectations of growing up I can say definitively, there has never been more uncertainties in my life. 
Psalms 16 verse 8 says “I’m always aware of your presence; you are right by my side, and nothing can shake me” and this verse stands out to me for a number of reasons. The idea of being unshaken stands out to me the most. For years I've always believed that I've known exactly what I wanted to do in life and even though I didn’t know exactly how I would get there, I thought I had complete control over making it happen. 
But this year has challenged that belief. There have been countless times where things didn’t go according to plan, where outcomes were out of my control and the path forward being more ambiguous and daunting then I could ever imagine has frightened me. 
But that's what's powerful about this verse. God is always right by our sides no matter our situation and we can take comfort in the fact that despite moving through the unknown, he is always present. No matter where life takes us, we are never truly alone. 
As I move into the next chapter of my life I want to carry the teachings of Jesus with me in not just what I believe, but how I live too. Someone who doesn’t choose the easy wrong over the hard right. someone who treats others with compassion and understanding. someone who always leads with faith and trust in God. This is who Jesus and this church teaches me to be. 
I know I won’t always get it right, and I won't always have all the answers, but I will always trust that God is guiding me. 
With that being said I wanted to give the biggest thanks to this truly special community that this church is and how we bring together such a diverse group into a common faith and spirit. Along with that I also wanted to thank the forum group that has taught me through laughter and many fun moments, and of course, my two biggest supporters, my mom and dad, for always having my back and shaping me into the person I am today. Thank you

